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The “The Beauty of Sri Lanka” photographic
exhibition, organized by the America Sri Lanka
Photographic Art Society (Member of Photographic
Society of America - PSA) and the Consulate General
of Sri Lanka in Los Angeles, will take place at at the
Church of Scientology Celebrity Centre International
5930 Frank Avenue Hollywood, CA 90028 on

April 26th, 2025.

The annual photographic exhibition, held for the first
time at the University of California in Los Angeles
(UCLA) in September 2019 and again in 2023 and 2024,
was well-attended. This exhibition will feature over

80 rare photographs of Sri Lanka’s natural beauty,
wildlife, cultural heritage, and scenic beauty,

selected from a photo competition and created by
award-winning nature photographers.



Sti Lankan

Traditnal
Welcome Dnace

Performed by
Sandani S Kahadugoda
& Waruna Hemachandra

at “The Beauty of Sri Lanka” at the

Church of Scientology Celebrity Centre
International, 5930 Frank Avenue Hollywood,
CA 90028 on April 26th, 2025.

Sandani S Kahadugoda

DIRECTOR CULTURAL AFFAIRS / ACADEMY OF
PERFORMING ARTS

Sandani was completed her 4 years degree from
performing arts in 2013 University of Kelaniya

Sri Lanka. She has completed her masters degree
in 2020 University of Kelaniya Sri Lanka. She has
studied Indian Kathak dance to expert level. She
was a main dancer in Chithrasena dance company
since 2014 — 2022. She was a teacher in charge of
Dance in Ladies College Colombo 7. She has a dance
Choreography diploma in Sri lanka foundation
institute. She also served as a external lecturer for
Sabaragamuwa dance in University of Kelaniya.

Waruna Hemachandra has been learning
traditional drumming and dancing in age of seven.
He has studied about percussion and drumming in
Visual and performing arts university in Colombo.
He worked as a dancer and Drummer in national
youth center in 2010-2011. Waruna is the founder
and the artistic director of “Dinaadha” as it is one

of the main percussion band in Colombo. He worked
as a main Drummer and drum instructor in
Chithrasena dance school since 2012.



BEAUTY OF SRITANKA

April 24th Arrive In Los Angeles
April 25th 9.00AM Whale Watching at New Port Beach
April 26th 10.00AM to 5.00PM  Beauty of Sri Lanka Exhibition Supported By: Consulate General
Los Angeles of the Democratic Socialist Republic
at The Celebrity Centre International of Sri Lanka in Los Angeles
5930 Franklin Boulevard, Hollywood, CA 90028
April 26th  11.30AM The Great Elephant Gathering of Asia
Award-Winning Wildlife Documentary Film
at The Celebrity Centre International 5930 Franklin Boulevard, Hollywood, CA 90028
April 26th 2.00PM Earth Day 2025 Voices of Young “Our Power, Our Planet”
at The Celebrity Centre International 5930 Franklin Boulevard, Hollywood, CA 90028
April 26th  3.00PM Capturing the Wild: A Journey in Wildlife Photography and Conservation
by Dr. Nilanthi Rajapakse
at The Celebrity Centre International 5930 Franklin Boulevard, Hollywood, CA 90028
April 27th  8.00AM Wild-Scapes: A Fresh Perspective on Capturing Wildlife in Their Natural Habitat
by Laksitha Karunarathna
at Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, 6350 Woodley Ave, Van Nuys, CA 91436
April 27th  9.00AM ReTree Sepulveda: Earth Day Restoration Drive
at Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, 6350 Woodley Ave, Van Nuys, CA 91436
April 27th  4.00PM Hollywood Walk of Fame
Street Photography Workshop by Sameera Kotelawala
April 28th 9.00AM NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory Tour by Dr. Sarath Gunapala *subject to approval
April 29th Travel to Toronto, Canada
April 30th 10.00AM to 5.00PM  Beauty of Sri Lanka Exhibition Supported By: Consulate General
Toronto, Canada of the Democratic Socialist Republic
at City Hall, 100 Queen Street West of Sri Lanka in Toronto
Lower Level East Toronto, ON M5H 2N2
April 30th 11.30AM The Great Elephant Gathering of Asia
Award-Winning Wildlife Documentary Film
at the Metro Hall, Rotunda Complex, Toronto, Canada
April 30th 2.00PM Earth DaY 2025 Voices of Young “Our Power, Our Planet”
at City Hall, 100 Queen Street West, Lower Level East Toronto, ON M5H 2N2
April 30th 3.00PM Introduction to Post-Processing and Color Management
Workshop by Riznad Hussain
at City Hall, 100 Queen Street West Lower Level East Toronto, ON M5H 2N2
April 30th 6.30PM Toronto at Night. Night Time Cityscape Photography Workshop
By Sameera Kotelawala
at Olympic Island, Toronto, ON M5], Canada
May 1st Travel to Washington DC
May 3rd 10.00AM to 5.00PM  Beauty of Sri Lanka Exhibition Organised By:
Washington DC Embassy of Sri Lanka
at the Embassy of Sri Lanka in in Washington DC
Washington DC 3025 Whitehaven
St NE Washington DC 20008
May 4th 10.00AM to 12.00PM  White House Tour *subject to approval
May 4th 1.00PM to 5.00PM Lincoln Memorial Tour
May 5th 8.00AM Avifauna in Cityscapes: A Guide to Urban Bird Photography
by Laksitha Karunarathna
at West Potomac Park, Washington DC
May 5th 10.00AM to 5.00PM  Smithsonian

National Museum of Natural History Tour
NationalMuseum of American History Tour
NationalAir & Space Museum Tour

May 6th

Departs to Sri Lanka



EARTH DAY 2025

VOICES OF YOUNG
SAVE OUR PLANET
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Rashmi Perera  Akira Alagiyawanna Akash Perera Moderator

Medini Ratnayqgke

USA - April 26. 2025 Canada - April 30. 2025
Sunday 2.00PM Sunday 2. OOPM

at The Celebrity Centre Int
5930 Franklin Boulevard, Hol

Hosted By:

America Sri Lanka
Photographic Art Society,
Los Angeles
www.usacaaspas.com

@\ Srilanka
&l Photographic LIVE ON Q ° 0
)/ Art Society,

Canada Link on www.facebook.com/aspaslausa
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Supported By:
Consulate General
of the Democratic

Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka in Los Angeles

STH ANNUAL EARTH DAY
CELEBRATION &

BEAUTY OF
RILANKA

ART | CULTURE | WILDLIFE
PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION

2020

LOS ANGELES

April 26th | 10.00AM to 5.00PM

at The Celebrity Centre International
5930 Franklin Boulevard, Hollywood, CA 90028

Photographic
Society of
America

Organised By: supported By:

N8\ America Sri Lanka - -7'
B) Photographic Art Society, Svr{l..S; {' ka Member of
&/ 1os Angeles
Wwww.usacaaspas.com Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau




Supported By:
Consulate General
of the Democratic

Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka in Toronto

STH ANNUAL EARTH DAY
CELEBRATION &

EAUTY OF
I'LANRA

ART| CULTURE | WILDLIFE
PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION

'ORONTO, CANADA

April 30th | 10.00AM to 5.00PM

at City Hall, 100 Queen Street West
Lower Level East Toronto, ON M5H 2N2

Supported By:

"«;,W Organised By: - .7'
@ Sri Lanka Photographic VISI
5/ Art Society, Canada Srilanha

Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau



Organised By:
Embassy of Sri Lanka in
Washington DC

@ PASSPORT DC 2025

STH ANNUAL EARTH DAY
CELEBRATION &

BEAUTY OF
RILANKA

ART | CULTURE | WILDLIFE
PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION

WASHINGTON DC

May 3rd | 9.00AM to 5.00PM

at the Embassy of Sri Lanka in Washington DC
3025 Whitehaven St NE Washington DC 20008

Supported By: —

7 Organised By:
&\ America Sri Lanka - -7' \ PSA
; Photographic Art Society, Svr{l..?;{l ka Member of | Photographic
&/ 1os Angeles St
Wwww.usacaaspas.com Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau
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SRI LANKA IN FOCUS
STH ANNUAL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION &

BEAUTY OF SRITANKA 2025

Supported By:

Consulate General

of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of

Sri Lanka in Los Angeles

DAVEY'S LOCKER

WHALE WATCHING AT NEW PORT BEACH

April 25th, 9.00AM at Davey's Locker, 400 Main St, Newport Beach, CA 92661

Supported By:

Organised By:
America Sri Lanka #v- =
’S'T Member of ([

‘: Photographic
Society of
America

Photographic Art Society, i
Los Angeles Sritanka
www.usacaaspas.com Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau N




Supported By:
Consulate General
of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of

SRI LAN I(A IN F@CUS Sri Lanka in Los Angeles

5TH ANNUAL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION & ] ]
Consulate Genera

BEAUTY OF SRITANKA 2025 258 &,

The Great Elephant £

JAPAN WILDLIFE

Gathering ofAsia

Minneriya National Park

AWARD-WINNING WILDLIFE DOCUMENTARY FILM

This captivating documentary showcases the awe-inspiring annual congregation of elephants at Minneriya National Park in
Sri Lanka, offering a glimpse into the remarkable biodiversity and natural wonders of the island. Don’t miss this extraordi-
nary opportunity to experience Sri Lanka’s wildlife and cultural heritage through the lens of this globally celebrated film. Join
us in celebrating Sri Lanka’s beauty and raising awareness for its conservation and tourism potential.

—— April 26th 11.30AM * April 30th 11.30AM
at the Celebrity Centre International, at the Metro Hall,
5930 Franklin Boulevard, Hollywood, CA 90028 Rotunda Complex, Toronto, Canada

Organised By: S Organised By: Supported By:

America Sri Lanka Sri Lanka v~ -7' X

Photographic Art Society, Photographic Sr{gfl ka ¢|| Photographic
Los Angeles Art Society, | Sogiety of
www.usacaaspas.com CANADN. Canada Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau

America




SRI LANKA IN FOCUS

STH ANNUAL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION &

BEAUTY OF SRITANKA 2025

-

Ta o g, B —NSTERE T &
BTN B S st )

CAPTURING THE WILD:

A JOURNEY IN WILDLIFE
PHOTOGRAPHY AND CONSERVATION
BY DR. NILANTHI RAJAPAKSE

April 26th, 3.00PM at The Celebrity Centre International
5930 Franklin Boulevard, Hollywood, CA 90028

Organised By: supported By:

America Sri Lanka . .1—
Photographic Art Society, g{gfl a

Los Angeles
www.usacaaspas.com Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau

Supported By:
Consulate General

of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of

Sri Lanka in Los Angeles

PSA

Photographic

Society of
America



SRI LANKA IN FOCUS

STH ANNUAL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION & Supported By:

Consulate General

of the Democratic
; \6 Socialist Republic of
— Sri Lanka in Los Angeles

WILD-SCAPES:

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON CAPTURING
WILDLIFE IN THEIR NATURAL HABITAT
BY LAKSITHA KARUNARATHNA ¢

April 27th, 8.00AM at Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve
6350 Woodley Ave, Van Nuys, CA 91436

Organised By: supported By:

America Sri Lanka ViSf.T PSA

Photographic Art Society, sritanka Member of Phostg‘g:ip:gh;?

America

Los Angeles
www.usacaaspas.com Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau




EARTH DAY 2025

ReTree Sepulveda:
Earth Day Restoration Drive

Give back to nature;
Planting 200 trees at the Van Nuys in Sepulveda Wildlife Basin
(in an area deeply affected by the recent Los Angeles wildfires)

.
Date: Sunday, April 27th 2025 P T W 4
Time: 9 AM onwards e»% -

Venue: Van Nuys @ Sepulveda Wildlife Basin

Organised By:

America Sri Lanka PSA

Photographic Art Society, r Photographic
Society of

Los Angeles America

~

www.usacaaspas.com




SRI LANKA IN FOCUS
STH ANNUAL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION &

BEAUTY OF SRITANKA 2025

HOLLYWOOD

WALK OF FAME

STREET PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP BY
SAMEERA KOTELAWALA &/ aneas

April 27th, 4.00PM at Hollywood Walk of Fame

Organised By: supported By:

America Sri Lanka . .1—
Photographic Art Society, g{gfl a
Los Angeles

www.usacaaspas.com Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau

Member of

Supported By:
Consulate General
of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of

Sri Lanka in Los Angeles

. [XIDOLBY THEATRE

hotographic
Society of

America
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SRI LANKA IN FOCUS /
5TH ANNUAL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION & ': | supportea By:

Consulate General

BEAUTY OF SRITANKA 2025 S,

E

NASA

JET PROPULSION LABORATORY TOUR BY
DR. SARATH GUNAPALA

April 28th, 9.00AM at Jet Propulsion Laboratory JPL 4800, CA 91109

*subject to approval

Organised By: supported By:

America Sri Lanka ViSf.T \ PSA

Photographic Art Society, Member of Photographic

Los Angeles Sritanka Y s so;:’:;{:?af

www.usacaaspas.com Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau




SRI LANKA IN FOCUS
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INTRODUCTION TO
POST-PROCESSING AND
COLOR MANAGEMENT

WORKSHOP BY RIZNAD HUSSAIN

April 30th, 3.00PM at City Hall, 100 Queen Street West
Lower Level East Toronto, ON M5H 2N2

Supported By:

T
N\ Organised By: - _7—
B Sri Lanka Photographic Visi

&) Art Society, Canada Srilarnka

ANADA Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau



SRI LANKA IN FOCUS

STH ANNUAL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION & Supported By:

Consulate General

BEAUTY OF SRITANKA 2025 — £8a i,

Ben Cooper / LaunchPhotography.com

T

TORONTO AT NIGHT

NIGHT TIME CITYSCAPE
PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP BY
SAMEERA KOTELAWALA &/ aens

April 30th, 6.30PM at Olympic Island, Toronto, ON M5J, Canada

Supported By:

X Organised By: - _7—
B Sri Lanka Photographic V!SI
Srilarnka

S Art Society, Canada

AAAAAA Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau



SRI LANKA IN FOCUS
STH ANNUAL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION &

BEAUTY OF SRITANKA 2025

Organised By:
Embassy of
Sri Lanka in
‘Washington DC

WHITE HOUSE TOUR

The White House, nestled in the heart of Washington, D.C., serves as both the official residence and workplace of

the President of the United States. Constructed between 1792 and 1800, it was designed in the neoclassical style by
Irish-born architect James Hoban. Over its rich history, the White House has been the backdrop for transformative events
and decisions shaping the nation and the world. Comprising 132 rooms, including the iconic Oval Office, it has undergone
numerous renovations to accommodate the evolving needs of each administration. Beyond its function as a hub of
governance, the White House stands as an enduring symbol of American leadership and democracy, reflecting over two
centuries of continuity and history.

May 4th 10.00AM - 12NOON
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20500, United States

*subject to approval

Organised By: Supported By: .

America Sri Lanka . .1' o
Photographic Art Society, #V’S' Member of [z S

| Photographic
/ Society of

Los Angeles Sritanka America

www.usacaaspas.com Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau




SRI LANKA IN FOCUS
STH ANNUAL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION &

BEAUTY OF SRITANKA2O25 228 i

_INCOLN
-MORIAL TOUR

The Lincoln Memorial, located at the western end of the National Mall in Washington, D.C., honors the life and legacy of
Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United States. Completed in 1922 and designed by architect Henry Bacon, the
memorial draws inspiration from Greek Doric temples. At its center, a 19-foot-tall marble statue of Lincoln by sculptor Daniel
Chester French sits in thoughtful repose. The interior walls bear inscriptions of two of Lincoln’s most famous speeches,

the Gettysburg Address and the Second Inaugural Address, both emphasizing unity and equality. The memorial...

May 4th 1.00PM - 5.00PM
2 Lincoln Memorial Cir NW, Washington, DC 20002, United States

Organised By: supported By:

America Sri Lanka ViSf.T / V PSA

Photographic Art Society, sritanka Member of Phostggip:ghgg

America

Los Angeles
www.usacaaspas.com Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau




SRI LANKA IN FOCUS
STH ANNUAL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION &

BEAUTY OF SRITANKA 2025

AVIFAUNA IN
CITYSCAPES:

A GUIDE TO URBAN BIRD PHOTOGRAPHY
BY LAKSITHA KARUNARATHNA s

May 5th, 8.00AM at West Potomac Park, Washington DC

Organised By: supported By:

America Sri Lanka - -1' ‘ PSA
Photographic Art Society, V’S' Member of |

A hotographic
Sritanka Society of

Los Angeles America
www.usacaaspas.com Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau X ~




SRI LANKA IN FOCUS
STH ANNUAL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION &

BEAUTY OF SRITANKA 2025

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF
NATURAL HISTORY

The Smithsonian National Museum of Natural
History, located on the National Mall in Washington,
D.C., is a world-renowned center for the study

and exhibition of natural history. Opened in 1910,
the museum houses over 146 million specimens,
including fossils, minerals, plants, and cultural
artifacts. 1ts iconic exhibits, such as the Hope
Diamond and the Dinosaur Hall, showcase the
diversity of life on Earth and the forces that shape
our natural world. The museum is also a leading
research institution, advancing knowledge in fields
like anthropology, biology, and paleontology.

1ts architecture, featuring a grand rotunda, reflects
its status as a cornerstone of the Smithsonian
Institution and a hub for scientific discovery

and education.

May 5th 10.00AM - 5.00PM

Organised By:
America Sri Lanka
Photographic Art Society,

Los Angeles
WWWw.usacaaspas.com

NATIONALMUSEUM OF
AMERICAN HISTORY

The National Museum of American History,

part of the Smithsonian Institution, is dedicated
to preserving and interpreting the rich and
complex history of the United States. Opened in
1964, the museum is located on the National Mall
in Washington, D.C. Its extensive collections include
iconic artifacts such as the Star-Spangled Banner,
the Greensboro lunch counter, and Thomas
Jefferson’s desk. Through its exhibits, the museum
explores themes like innovation, culture, politics,
and social change. By showcasing objects and
narratives from diverse periods, it provides a ¢
omprehensive view of the events and individuals
that have shaped the nation's identity, from its
founding to the present day.

Sritanka

Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau

Member of

Organised
Embassy of
Sri Lanka in
Washington DC

NATIONALAIR & SPACE
MUSEUM

The National Air and Space Museum, part of the
Smithsonian Institution, chronicles the history a

nd achievements of aviation and space exploration.
Located on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.,
the museum opened in 1976 and houses one of the
world’s largest collections of aircraft and spacecraft.
1ts exhibits include the Wright Brothers’ Flyer, the
Apollo 11 Command Module, and a variety of modern
satellites and space technology. Through interactive
displays and immersive experiences, the museum
highlights humanity’s quest to conquer the skies
and explore the cosmos. 1t also serves as a leading
research institution, preserving and studying the
artifacts and stories that define the age of flight
and exploration.

Photographic
Society of
America
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Beauty of Sri Lanka Photographic Exhibition
Art | Culture | Wildlife
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UCLA L S Angeles 2024

April 20th | 21st 10.00AM to 5.00PM
at Grand Salon - Kerchoff Hall

University of California, Los Angeles 221 Westwood Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 90095 ‘,"
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SRILANKA IN FOCUS USA

LOS ANGELES 2024

B
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NASA - b 1‘ y
JET PRBPULSION ’“ 22

LABORATORY..... 2
TOUR BY

DR. SARATH GUNAPALA

April 1Bth, 10.00 am
a0 bt Progushon Laber L 4500, L4 9600

SRILANKA IN FOCUS USA

LOS ANGELES 2024
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M]R%%}RLA}(E
YOSEM!TW e
NATIONAPPARK:" %55
SLOW SHUTTER -

PHOTOGRAPHY
WORKSHOPBY -~

ANDY SAMARASENA

April 24th, 10.00 am

SRILANKA IN FOCUS USA

LOS ANGELES 2024
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RESERVE#&- 1 5,»»

LAKSHITHA
KARUNARATHNA
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& 4

SNOSEMITE * W

UNATIONAL PARK
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. THROUGH THE LENS }

SRILANKA IN FOCUS USA

LOS ANGELES 2024

Y»‘.
=

GRAND SALON
KERCHOFF HALL

WILDLIFE

" PHOTOGRAPHY.

‘PRESENTATION BY. .

LAKSHITHA
KARUNARATHNA

April 20th, pm to .00 pm

SRI LANKA IN FOCUS USA

LOS ANGELES 2024

]

% WORKSHOP BY . (#

VIM UKTHI
WEERATHUNGA

Acpail 2dth, 5.00 pm

SRILANKA IN FOCUS USA

LOS ANGELES 2024

WORKSH OP BY

ROGER WON

SRILANKA IN FOCUS USA

LOS ANGELES 2024

DAVEY S 'L-OCKER
CAPTURING | * "
OFOCEANGIANTS

 WORKSHOP BY

VIMUKTHI
WEERATHUNGA

April 22nd, 8.30 am - 1030 am
- Daayslo t Baach, C4 2661

SRILANKA IN FOCUS USA

LOS ANGELES 2024

SRI LANKA:
WILDLIFE AND
TOURIST' & #
ATTRACTIONS
PRESENTATION BY

VIMUKTH] WEERATHUNG A
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Message from H.E. Mahinda Samarasinghe
Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the United States

Itis my pleasure to forward this message of congratu-
lation to the America Sri Lanka Photographic Art
Society, Los Angeles (ASP AS) on the occasion of the
4th “Beauty of Sri Lanka” photographic exhibition at
the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA). 1t is
also especially noteworthy that, this year, this
exhibition will also be held in Washington D.C. and
New York. The Embassy takes pride in showcasing
the many wonders that Sri Lanka has to offer to potential visitors from the United
States and elsewhere.

This event, to take place in May in the nation’s capital, will display images depicting Sri
Lanka’s rich cultural heritage, natural beauty, wildlife and other aspects of interest and
will contribute to attracting US nationals to visit and learn about the many facets that
is Sri Lanka, thereby contributing to the economic revival and general wellbeing of the
people of our motherland. The exhibition, which coincides with the marking of Interna-
tional Earth Day 2024, is an important occasion as Sri Lanka faces the challenges of
climate change and is attempting to evolve solutions that will ensure sustainable
development and secure the future of generations to come.

1 must express our sincere appreciation for the hard work of President Suriya Perera,
the membership of ASPAS and all those who assisted in making this event a success.

With best wishes,

Mahinda Samarasinghe
February 22, 2024

3025, Whitehaven Street NW Washington D.C. 20008
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Embassy of the United States of America
Colombo, Sri Lanka

March 28, 2024
Welcome,

As the Ambassador of the United States to the
government and people of Sri Lanka, it gives me
great pleasure to dedicate the souvenir booklet for
the America Sri Lanka Photographic Art Society
Exhibition.

Sri Lanka truly deserves its nickname, Jewel of the
Indian Ocean. Each day 1 am reminded of the beauty
of this country, which is steeped in rich history and
ethnic diversity. Not only is the climate warm but
the people are some of the friendliest on earth. The
national parks with abundant flora and fauna, the ruins of ancient cities and temples,
and endless beaches add to the country's bountiful appeal.

Just a few highlights: Earlier this year, my husband and 1 scaled the heights of Adam's
Peak, arriving at the summit just in time to see the colorful sun rise. In addition to
offering spectacular views, Adam's Peak is widely known for the Sacred Footprint,
venerated by Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims, and Christians, attracting thousands of
pilgrims and tourists every year.

Not only have 1 travelled to the heights of Sri Lanka but also the depths.The Godawaya
shipwreck, located off the coast of Hambantota in southern Sri Lanka, is the oldest
known shipwreck in Asia, dating back to the Second Century B.C. It was awe inspiring
to dive the crystal-clear waters to explore what remains of this ancient vessel. I am
particularly proud since the United States government is supporting the study of the
wreck and preservation of the artifacts recovered through a grant from the
Ambassador's Fund for Cultural Preservation. The items recovered, such as pottery
and beads, will eventually be exhibited at the Maritime History Museum in Galle, to be
appreciated by local and foreign visitors, and the whole project is a testament to Sri
Lanka's long history of free and open waterways and a great example of the strong
bonds of friendship and collaboration that exist between our two countries.

An increasing number of tourists from all over the world are discovering this
spectacular country, and 1 hope that the photos in this exhibit inspire you to visit too.
1 am sure you will fall in love with Sri Lanka and its people, just as 1 have

Sincerely,

Em

Julie J. Chung
Ambassador



ARCHIVES

BEAUTY OF SRITANKA 2024

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Tel :(212) 986- 7040 820 SECOND AVENUE (2ND FLOOR)
Fax :(212) 986-1838 NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017
E-Mail : prun.newyork@mfa.gov.lk
Web : https://www.un.int/srilanka

Message from Ambassador Mohan Pieris,
Permanent Representative of Sri Lanka to the
United Nations in New York

It is with pleasure that 1 pen these few lines for the
souvenir of 'The Beauty of Sri Lanka" photography
exhibition. This event celebrates the art of
" photography and the stories it tells. 1t is truly an
extraordinary journey; a feast for the eyes; and
presents beauty in the diversity of Sri Lanka's fauna and flora; in the many exhibits, of
a land rich in biodiversity, with two Natural World Heritage Sites designated by
UNESCO. The significance of the event is expected to be enhanced by the presence of
award-winning photographers documenting the island's natural beauty.

A photography exhibition Souvenir is a unique keepsake that commemorates a
special exhibition. This souvenir serves as a memento for visitors to remember the
experience and the artwork they encountered.

Through this lens, we will discaver the beauty of the world in this visual journey of
inspiration and imagination. We hope this exhibition has ignited your curiosity,
sparked your emotions, and left you with a deeper appreciation for the art of
capturing moments. We live in a world with fleeting moments and photography allows
us to freeze time and immortalize memories.

We invite you to relive the magic of this exhibition and cherish the power of visual
storytelling; to see the world through a new lens. Many of these photographs, will
inspire you to see the world with a fresh perspective and find beauty in the smallest
details.

1 congratulate the America-Sri Lanka Photographic Art Society on the successful
launch of "Sri Lanka in FOCUS USA 2024". Their endeavor to bring the beauty of Sri
Lanka to American and world audiences is commendable.

The Permanent Mission of Sri Lanka to the United Nations in New York is proud to
facilitate this effort by the young photographers Sri Lanka.

o~ L
,-"/
’m Pieris

Ambassador / Permanent Representative
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f#8h UN GA President

W’ ©@UN PGA
It is with immense pleasure that | join @SLUNNewYork to appreciate this
4th Annual 'Beauty of Sri Lanka' Photographic Exhibition.

Today, we celebrate the enchanting beauty and rich cultural heritage of
Sri Lanka, captured through the lens of photography.

This exhibition, and each of the over 80 competitively selected exquisite
artwork, tells a unique story — not just a story of unity in diversity, but
they are also symbolically a portrait of the skill and passion of the
artists; and an irresistible invitation to explore the depths and resilient
spirit of a nation that continues to inspire awe and admiration.

YRy

[
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6:28 AM - Apr 26, 2024 - 6,820 Views
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& g Ambassador Julie Chung & .
@USAmMbSL

| love photography because it allows us to share what we find impactful,
important, or beautiful. Today | met with reps of the America Sri Lanka
Photographic Art Society to learn more about their work, inc a recent
exhibit at @QUCLA to commemorate #EarthDay2023 & #USSriLanka75s.

B die AL

A

12:40 pm + 29 Jun 2023 + 2,199 Views
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Message From Dr. Lauth P. Chandradasa
Consul General of Sri Lanka, Los Angeles

1 extend my heartfelt congratulations to the
President and members of the America Sri Lanka Art
Photographic Society for orchestrating the "Beauty
of Sri Lanka 2024" Photographic Exhibition for the
fourth consecutive time in the United States of
America. This year holds particular significance as,
unlike previous editions confined solely to
California, the exhibition will also grace the cities of

Washington and New York.

The exhibition predominantly showcases the mesmerizing facets of Sri Lanka's natural
landscape, emphasizing its status as a global biodiversity hotspot, sure to enthrall
travelers with its unique wonders. From herds of Asian Elephants to troops of
monkeys traversing the forests, encounters with leopards - given Sri lanka's
distinction for hosting one of the world's highest densities of these majestic cats -
along with sightings of sloth bears, jackals, and Asiatic buffalo, the island's wildlife
offers a spectacle like no other. Cascading waterfalls cascade from the cloud-kissed
highlands, harboring a myriad of vibrant bird species, while golden beaches hug its
coastline, and offshore, colossal blue whales, various species of dolphins, and sea
turtles frolic in crystalline waters.

Regrettably, these remarkable attributes often remain unknown to the wider world,
especially among Americans, perhaps due to Srilanka's geographical remoteness and
its relatively small size.

1 express my gratitude to the America Sri Lanka Art Photographic Society for
illuminating these distinctive features of Sri Lanka to American society. By coinciding
with Earth Day, this exhibition underscores the significance placed by Sri Lankans on
climate change and the preservation of ecosystems for future generations.

1 extend my best wishes to the organizers in their endeavors to showcase SriLanka as
a tranquil and harmonious abode for all living beings, coexisting seamlessly with its
environment.

Sincerely,

Dr.m Chandradasa

Consul General of Sri Lanka, Los Angeles
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Sei ot

Ministry of Tourism YOU'LL COME BACK FOR MORE

Ayubowan !
Hello America

It is with great pleasure that 1 thank the American
Sri Lankan Photographic Art Society (ASPAS), Los
Angeles, in particular its president Suriya Jayalath
Perera, for organizing and continuing this significant
event in order to showcase the beauty of Sri Lanka
to the American travellers.

This photographic exhibition highlights the beauty
of Sri Lanka, which has so much to offer by being a year-round holiday destination
while offering a variety of experiences except snow. Being a compact island, the
traveller can see the two largest mammals on earth; whales and elephants on the
same day while experiencing Sri Lankan authentic cultural values with its diversified
beauty from Kingdoms to modern cities.

The Island of Sri Lanka has been described as a 'small universe' by acclaimed author
Arthur C Clark. Ever since the 1950s glory days of the silver screen, film producers and
directors such as Don Boyd and Steven Spielberg have raved about its beauty, light
and variety while shooting "Indiana Jones and the Temple of the Doom", "Bridge on the
River Kwai", "Elephant Walk" and etc. Apart from that, there are many Hollywood

A-listers who have endorsed and been to this beautiful island on their secret holidays.

Sri Lanka is gaining a vast global recognition as it continues to emerge as one of the
world's best tourist destinations with accolades receiving from various travel guides,
travel magazines and travel web sites.

While Srilanka is waiting with 22 Mn warm hearts to welcome the American travellers,
1 extend my warm wishes to ASPAS for a successful exhibition!

s

", o
i

Chalaka Gajabahu
Chairman
Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau



ARCHIVES

BEAUTY OF SRITANKA 2024

Photographic

Society of
America

Welcome and congratulations from the
Photographic Society of America Worldwide (PSA).
JR Schnelzer

FPSA, GMPSA, EFIAP, ESFIAP

President,

Photographic Society of America Worldwide

Congratulations and welcome from the
Photographic Alliance of America (PAA)

and on behalf of the International Federation of
Photographic Art (FIAP).

Joanne Stolte

HONFPSA, MPSA, EFIAP, ESFIAP

President,

Photographic Alliance of America FIAP Liaison
Officer for the USA
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Beauty of Sri Lanka: Photographic exhibition in California
showcasing the captivating visions of Sri Lanka

ommemorating Earth Day
2024 America S Lonka
Ph ic Art Society
Los Angeles {ASPAS), with
the assistance of the Sri Lanka Con-
sulate General in Los Angeles and
the 3ri Lanka Tourist Promotion Eu-
reau, is holding an exhibition titled
5ri Lanka in Focus “Beauty of Sri
Lonka,” for the fourth year celebrat-
ing the breathtaking beauty of Sri
Lanlm through the lens of talented

Sri Lanka’s rich biodiversity and cul-
tural heritage.

It is an opportunity presented to
the American public to experience
the magic of Sri Lanka through the
lens of talented photographers on
Earth Day 2024 weekend for an un-
forgettable exploration of nature’s
wonders, Visitors will embark on a
visual journey through the breath-
taking landscapes and rich cultural
mpeslry of Sri Lanka at the lzcnm-

i tving.

at the L in April 2024,

of Cahfomaa, Los Angeles (UCLA), mothe mesmerising beauty of the
Grand Salon of the Kerkhoff Art Gal-  island nation and showeasing its di-
lery on April 20 and 21, 2024 verse fauna, flora, wildlife, and ma-

ibit will be ceremonially  rine life that will captivate visitors
opened on the 20th with a Kanqynu and immerse them in the 2500-year-
Dance perfi bya old hi | and cultural heritage
¢xpnn=m of Kandyan dnm:mg, San-  of Sri Lanka, as award-winning pheo-
dani Sulochani, and Waruna Hem-  tographs bring to life the stories and
achandra. traditions that have shaped this en-

The visitors will enter a world
of natural wonders as the exhibi-
tion presents an exquisite, curated
mlleeuon of seventy-five captivat-

that capture the
cmnn oolgnl!hf:nn'h diverse land-
scapes and rich biodiversity. From
lush rainforests to pristine beaches,
each image is a testament to the un-
paralleled beauty of the island para-
dise.

Thaly will immerse themself in
a visual journey as each photograph
tells a unique story of nature’s tears
and triumphs. From mountain tea
gardens to majestic wildlife parks,
these images capture the essence of

chanting land over millennia.

A land where one can walch
the land’s biggest mammal, the Ele-
phant, and the biggest marine mam-
mal, the Blue Whale, within a couple

SRI LANKA
TN FOCUS USA

Beauty of 3¢ Lanka Photagraphic Exhibition
At | Culnare | Wildlife

UACLA Los Angeles

@

SRI LANKA
IN FOCUS USA

Desuty of Sri Lamka Fhatographic Exbibition
At | Culvure | Wildlife

apeet

CLA Los Arlg:.-]es 1014 :

v

ton, DC.

The Chief Guest, renowned pro-
fessor Saloni Mathur, Professor and
Chair of the Modern and Contempo-
rlrly South Asian Art t,

Il deliver a keynote address re-
lating to the history of South Asian
photography.

Ecological Society of America
(ESA) Prof. Priyanga Amarasckare,
Professor of Ec and Environ-
ment Biology at UCLA and distin-
guished Fellow of the Ecological So-
ciety of America (ESA), will make a
rroumah‘nn af biological and eco-
ogical mechanisms that maintain
biological diversity in variable envi-
ronments. Medini Rathnayaka will
be the MC for the event.

This immersive exhibition is
not just about showcasing art but
also about promoting tourism to the
Pearl of the Indian Ocean. The exhi-
bition will entice tourists to explore
the scenic beauty, diverse wildlife,
ancient history, and vibrant culture
that make 5ri Lanka a truly unique

ofhmlrs and in b the majes-

tic Leopard. All of them are depicted
in the stunning photographs of the
exhibition.

24, K.G. Keerthirathna, Ravi Ranas-
In]he, Kasun Hulawmm, Jagath
Shantha

h warks by
ph er Suriva Jayalath Per-
era, the President of ASPAS, who is
credited with holding the first Sri
Lankan Photographic exhibition i||
the US.A. He will be joined by ac
claimed photographers Lalmhl
hna, Vimukthi W

Idamagedara (Best M Reader in
Sri Lanka - Sumathi Award Ceremo-
ny), whe will travel from Sri Lanka
o exhibit their award-winning pho-
tographs and Sanjaya Warnasuriya,

, and Shantha
Weerasinghe award-winning  Sri

Lankan photographers from Califor-
nia. These talented artists will trans-
port the visitors to the heart of Sri
Lanka through their lens, offering a
glimpse into the soul of this vibrant
country. To make the exhibition
mere attractive to the public and to
promote tourism in Sri Lanka, it will
include a series of related events,
including a seminar, lectures, a cul-

tural performance, and a screening
of The Blue Planet IMAX movie, a
wideo on Sri Lanka Provided by BEC
and produced by the Blue Planet
Program. Arrangements are under
way to move the Exhibit to New York
to held it on April 25 and 26 at the
Permanent Mission of 5ri Lanka to
the United Nations and on May 4 at
the Sri Lanka Embassy in Washing-

The exhibition will celebrate the
essence of Sri Lanka and promote
its allure as a premier tourist desti-
nation. The organisers will inspire
tourists with the splendour of na-
ture’s tears as they explore this visu-
al feast on Earth Day weekend when
the ASPAS will present a unigue
opportunity to experience the en-
chanting allure of Sri Lanka through
the eyes of talented artists,



ARCHIVES

BEAUTY OF SRITANKA 2024

SUNDAY OBSERVER

Vol 96 - No 26 Pages 108 Rs. 200.00 -

“Kingdom of Ruhuna” presented to US envoy

|
From left: Ms. Sadeesha Hulangamuwa, Secretary of the America Sri Lanka Photographic Art Society, US Ambassador to Sri Lanka Julie

Chung, Ms. Hiranthi De Silva, Photographer, Senior Vice President, Wholesale Banking, Union Bank of Colombo PLC, and K.T. Shantha
Udaya Kumara Jayalath, Branch Manager of the America Lanka Photographic Art Sociely, Sri Lanka.

US Ambassador to Sri Lanka Julie Chung was presented with the recently launched coffee table book, “Kingdom of
Ruhuna,” by representatives from the America Sri Lanka Photographic Art Saciety.

The baok presentation toak place at the US Embassy in Colombo, during a visit by Ms. Sadeesha Hulangamuwa, the
Secretary of the America 5ri Lanka Photographic Art Society, who is currently in Colombo. The event was attended by
Ms. Hiranthi De Silva, Shantha Jayalath, and other officials of the US Embassy.

During the presentation, Ms. Sadeesha Hulangomuwa, on behalf of the America Sri Lanka Photographic Art Society
expressed her gratitude to US Ambassador Chung for her support of the “Sri Lanka In Focus 2023" Art and Culture
Exhibition at the University of California in Los Angeles- UCLA on April 22 and 23, 2023. The exhibition served as a
tribute to Earth Day 2023 and commemorated 75 years of diplomatic relations between the United States and Sri Lanka.

As the presentation concluded, representatives from the America Sri Lanka Photographic and Art Society thanked the
US Ambassador for her time and expressed their eagerness for future collaborations to further promote the cultural
heritage of 5ri Lanka in the United States.

The America Sri Lanka Photographic and Art Society, a highly regarded organisation in Los Angeles is dedicated to
promoting Sri Lanka's culture, art and photography. Through their initiatives, they strive to foster cross-cultural
understanding between the United States and Sri Lanka, reinforcing the ties that bind the two nations.
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C6 WILDLIFE

BY SANUJ
HATHURUSINGHE

After several arducus
yeara, the tourism industry
In Sri Lanka is finally
making a strong comeback
with a record number of
towrist amivals. This year,
for the second consecutive
menih, the number of
tourist amvals excesded
the 200,000 mark, showing
some positive enforcement
1o il the oonomic crigis
of the country.

However, in order to
maintain the demand and
further develop the tourism
Industry, the hospitality
industry needs ta be
levelled up to match
international standards
and tourism promation
needs o reach a new geai
Interms of tourism
pramation, Sri Lanka halds
@ hostof attractions that
gowell bayond the
conventional tourism
hotspaots the country is
Tamous for such as the
eandy beaches, anclent
architectural wonders like
Sigiriya, and the elephants,
Recently, the Pekoe Trail of
5ri Lanka was included in
National Geographic's
‘Best of the World 2024
list, emphasising the
Impestance of promating
tea tourism and cultural
tourism.

Although the authorities
are taking various
slrategies 1o promote
tourism with different types
of promotional projects,
lucrative deals, and quick
visa procedures, most of
thess tourism promational
measures are witnessed by
eager travellers who wish
to visit Sni Lanka or South
Asiain general. To the
unassuming traveller in the
West, the wonders this
Island natian in the Indian
Ocean possesees are not
carveyed in an efficient
way which 1z ahuge waste
of potential in terms of the
tourism development in the
country.

Beauty of
Sri Lanka 2024

Filling thig vaid in the
land af iberty and
opportunity — USA — is the
America Sri Lanka
Photographic Art Soclety,
Los Angeles (ASPAS) which
has been organising
ethibitions 1o familiarise
the wonders of Sri Lanka
with the far West for the
past several years.
Following their tradition,
ASPAS s poised 1o
organise its popular

scheduled to be held in USA

FEERTHIRATHNA

photography exhibition, ‘Sri
Lanka in Focus USA:
Beauty of Sri Lanka"
phatagraphic exhibition for
the fourth consecutive
year.

Organised in
collaboration with the Sri
Lanka Consulate General in
Los Angeles and the Sri
Lanka Tourist Fromotion
Bureau, the exhibition is
scheduled to be hald in
three locations in the USA.
OnZ0and 21 April the
exhibition will be held in
Los Angeles at the Art
Gallery of Kerckhoff Hall
from10am. to S5pm. In
Meiw Yaork, the exhibition is
scheduled 1o be held an
two cansecutive days — 25
Apnl (&30 pm. w8 pm)
and 26 Apdl (10am.to 4
p.m.) = at the Permanent
Mission of Sri Lanka to the
United Nations in New
‘York. Lastly, in May, the
exhibition is
scheduled

SUNDAY 10 MARCH 2024 Ec Ho

JOURNEY
THROUGH
PARADISE

Annual photography exhibition by ASPAS

Ry

1o arrive at the
administrative capital of
the USA — Washington DC
—whiere it will bie held on 4
frem 3 am. to 5 pm,

al the Embassyof Sn
Larnka in Washinglon DC.
The exhibition also
coincides with Earth Day
which is ohaerved every
yearon 22 Apiil
Works of
award-winning
photographers

The opening ceremony
wall include a Kandyan
Dance performance by a
recognised expanent of
Kandyan dancing, Sandani
Sulochani and Warina
Hemachandra and the
exhibition will showease
warks by acclamed
photographer the President
of ASPAS Suriya Jayalath
Perera who is credited with
healding the first Sri Lankan

Photograpghie exhibition in

the LS4, Hewillbe
jeined by acclaimed

SR

LAKSHITHA

KASUN

photographers; Laksitha
Karunarathna, Vimukthi
Weeratunga, K.G.
Keerthirathna, Ravi
Ranasinghe, and Kasun
Hulangamuwa. Mareover,
award-winning Sri Lankan
photographers from
California; Suriya Jayalath
Perera, Sanjaya
Warnasuriya, Andy
‘Samarasena,and Shantha
‘Weerasinghe will alsa tzke
partin the exhibition with
their work.

To make the exhibition
more attractive to the
public and 1o promote
tourism in Sri Lanka, it will
include a series of related
events, including a semanar,
lestures, a cultural
parformance, and a
screening of a videa on Sni
Lanka Provided by BEC and
produced by the Blue
Planet nature
documentary,

The Ghief Guest -
renowned professor Saloni
Mathur who is Professor
and Chair of the Modern
and Contemporary South
Asian Arl
ent —

will deliver

4
J :.

a keynote address relating
1o the history of South
Asian photagraphy. Prof,
Priyanga Amarasekare who
i 8 Professor of Ecology
and Enviranment Biology at
UCLA and a Fellow of the:
Ecologizal Society of
America (ESA), will make a
presentation on biclegical
and ecological
mechanisms that maintan
blological diversity in
vanahle environmenis.
Medini Rathinayaka will be
the gampere of the evenl
The exhibiticn will
comprise 76 caplivating
phatographs
encompassing the
unigueness of wildlife,
culture and art of S Lanka.
From lush greenery of
rainforests, pristme sandy
beaches, and the grandeur
of Kandy Ezala Peraherato
the intricate carvings of
Folonnaruwa Gal Vihara,
the majestic tea estates of
the misty hill country, and
the unigue fauna of the dry
zone national parks, the
axhibition will take the
vigitors to a world of natural
wanders, rich biodversity,
and cultural heritage.
A great way to
promote tourism

The exhibstion s agreal.
opportunity forthe
American public to
experience the magic of Sri
Lanka through the lens of
talented Sri Lankan
photographers, Visitors will
embark on a visual journey
through the breath-taking
landscapes and nch
cultugal tapestry of Sri
Lianka at the upcoming
exhibition in Apil 2024,
delving into the
mesmerising beauty of the
island nation — its diverse
fauna, flora, wildlife, marine
lifie a5 well as the
2500-year-old historical
and cultural heritsge. The
award-winning
phatographs will bring to
life the stories and
traditions that have shaped
this enchanting country
over millennia, a land where
one can walch the land's
biggest mammal - the
Elephant — and the biggest
manne mammal = the Blue
Whale —within a couple of
hours, and in between the
maestic Leopard All of
them are depioled in the
stunning photographs of
the exhibitian.

The exhibition will entice
tourists to explore the
soenic beauty, diverse
wildlife, ancient history. and
vibrant culture that make
Sri Lanka a fruly unique
destination. It will alsa
celebrate the essence of S
Lanka and promata its
allure as a premier lowrist
destination. The
arganisers are
confident that the
splendour of the

island nation
» depicted in the
photographs will
mapire tourists
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22 & 23 LOS ANGELES - 2023 KH Art Gallery

BEAUTY OF SRI LANKA PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION - ART / CULTURE / WILDLIFE

EARTH DAY 2023 | 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN SRI LANKA & UNITED STATES

FILM SCREENING

Award-Winning
Wildlife Documentary Film

The Great Elephant
Gathering of Asia
hhvﬂiﬂwﬂ'rk

BOOK LAUNCH
“YALA NATIOMNAL PARK™
« KINGDOM OF |
M RUHUNA ..

SRI LANKAN
TRADITIONAL DANCE

‘ ‘ EARTH DAY AWARD CEREMONY ‘ ‘ WILDLIFE TALKS

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

11AMTO 6 PM

WESTWOOD PLAZA, LA, CA BO00S
PARKIMNG: PARKING LOT 4

. Medini Halnm -
§ UVE y . A - 3
» » i -Mr’ ; - o R e
Go to: hitps://www. 1acebouk.cuﬂl.fllpasiausa; i / 2 4 riamn 3 R
Join us on e D sackoteas -
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Nature Photography Workshop
@ YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

DATE: 26TH APRIL 2023
TIME: BAM TO 9AM
VENUE: BRIDALVEIL FALL
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| Message from H.E. Mahinda Samarasinghe
Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the United States

It is with pleasure that 1 send this message of
congratulation for inclusion in the commemorative
souvenir being published on the occasion of the
photographic exhibition "Sri Lanka in Focus" at the
Art Gallery of the University of California in Los Ange-
les (UCLA). This event marks Earth Day 2023 and the
75th anniversary of the establishment diplomatic
relations between Sri Lanka and the United States.

Firstly, 1 would like to thank the American Sri Lankan Photographic Art Society (ASPAS),
Los Angeles, in particular its President Suriya Jayalath Perera, for organizing this
significant event and am pleased to note that the Consulate General of Sri Lanka has
actively supported the initiative.

On this occasion, especially as we are also celebrating 75 years of diplomatic relations
between Sri Lanka and the United States, leading to an important milestone in bilateral
understanding and cooperation, it is appropriate to recall the many contributions made
by Sri Lankan expatriates in organizing events such as this exhibition. Events such as
these contribute to the strengthening of ties between Sri Lanka and the United States.

The exhibition's programme is indeed very comprehensive, one showcasing the beauty
of Sri Lanka and the splendour of its historical monuments. It is presented by a team of
award-winning photographers from Sri Lanka with their valuable imagery. We are
grateful for their contributions and hope their efforts will convey the uniqueness of
Sri Lanka - the pearl of the Indian Ocean - to the public in the United States.

1 wish ASPAS and its dynamic team led by President Suriya Perera every success in

staging a successful exhibition to promote awareness of, and greater tourist inflows
from, the United States to Sri Lanka.

Mahinda Samarasinghe
March 14, 2023

3025, Whitehaven Street NW Washington D.C. 20008
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Embassy of the United States of America
Colombo, Sri Lanka

Colombo, Sri Lanka
March 23, 2023

Welcome, @60, peosugey!

Sri Lanka is one of the most beautiful places on
Earth. As the U.S. Ambassador, 1 try to notice and
celebrate every part of it, from the smallest of fiery
red dimiya ants to the lumbering elephants, the
largest mammal on land.

This photo exhibition, conveniently timed with Earth
Duy, showcases the beauty of Sri lanka and
highlights the island's flora and fauna. As you revel
in the beauty of this island, it is worth considering
the looming threat of climate change and its impact on species, habitats, and
ecosystems. The United States is active in helping Sri Lanka to advance solutions
including support for green technology industry, climate-smarl agriculture, clirnate
finance, and climate change policy. Working together, we want to keep Sri Lanka's rich
biodiversity thriving for generations to come.

That kind of partnership is nothing new. This year we are celebrating Sri Lanka's 75th
anniversary of independence, as well as the 75th year of diplomatic relations between
our countries. For 75 years, Americans and Sri Lankans have worked in partnership to
embrace democracy, strengthen our economies, and support a free and open
Indo-Pacific region. Our shared goals around people, progress and partnership
underscore our combined efforts and friendship.

Speaking of supporting an economy, perhaps you will be inspired to come see for
yourself: Yala National Park with its shaggy sloth bears and gracefully athletic
leopards; miles and miles of glorious coastline, warrn cerulean waters inviting you to
swim; tea plantations and hill country open for exploring and fun. Sri Lanka also has
ancient cities and diverse cultural relics celebrating life and history: the endless sky
and sunset with Sigiriya in the foreground from the top of Pidurangula Rock; the gentle
knowing smile of Buddha in various forms throughout the old city in Polonnaruwa; one
of the longest inhabited cities in the world, Anuradhapura; the unmistakable
red-and-white fagade of the Jami Ul-Afar Mosque; the Holy flag waving over tallest
point of the Nallur Kandaswamy temple and so many others.

1 hope you will be tempted to come explore this resplendent island in person soon.

. 5 0¥ u.s, -8z,
Sincerely, & “ay,

Julie ). Chung ¢
Ambassador ®
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Ametica Sri Lanka Phatographic Art
Society Los Angales (ASPAS], m
anzocistion with the Consulste Genurl
af S Lanka i Los Angeles, will ald The
wmorari Lanka" the thard annual

hatography exhibition an 22 and 23
-‘MI 2073 at the Ant Dallery of the
University of Califarnia i Lnl Angeles
(LACLA) i commem cration of the Earth
Dy 2023 and the 751h anniversary of the
diplomaiac relatmna between SiLanka
andd the Unite States.

The Exhibition under the: theme of 'S
Lanka in Focug’ s designed (o promaote
tourism in Sri Lanka, As swch, it will
depict the scenie basity of the sland as
well as the 2600-year—okd historical and
wl!ualurluae of Sei Lanka. Thas
exhibition in also designed 1o infroduce
wiawars 103 range of issves that
curtently impact he enviionment.
Cammemarating Earh Day 2023, the
keynate speaker Prof. Glen MacDanald. a
dintinguished Professar of Ecology and
Grojraphy, will address such conceens.

A host of related events

The exhibition will nclude & series of
rebated pventa including s seminar,
lectures, and a cullural porformance led
by the Dt ectar af Cultursl Altaiis of
ASPAS Sandani 8. Kehandugada -
exponent of Sn Lankan traditronal dance
Tarme = and ferrer lead dancer af lamed
Chithrasena dance Academy, aklong with
‘Wanira Hemachandra - an esponent of
lormer traditianal drumming who tourod
several countres with the Chitrasena
Diance Acadary. Thath Jah Dance
School students, directed by Prasanna
Yamasnghe, will also perfarm. There will
alan bie a sereening of the award-winning
widlife documentary, The Grest Efeshant
Gathering af Asia, a lilm directed by
Dilum Alagiyawanna an the annual
ebephant qathering at the Minneriya
Mutiona] Park. As exhib®ors and

padticiparits of the seminars and lectunes,

ASPAS has inwiled several specialisls
from Sii Lanka whose presence wd
eshibution

“THE
RI LANKA

SUNDAY 16 APRIL 2023 E c H o

e ECHO

IN LA

ASPAS to hold its third annual photography

exhibition on 22 and 23 April

inare shiail thelr mathertand.

Award-winning photographs

The exhitiitlan consists of several
v - winning rare photographe of the
Matiarial Parks al Sr Lanka (Yala,
Wilpati, Lidawalawe, Horton Plains), and
the las1of the remaining rainforests in
the world, Sinharaja Farest n S Lanka.
Theancient cifies af Sn Lanka with
archibectural gema smorg the many
'u!mlhn' are part I:_fflwl:wi ﬂ:zl

attracting the Arnerican public 1o the
wvent

Having left Sri Lanka many years back
and immigrated lo the United States,
several generatiang of Sni Lankan
Amrencans arenow living inthe USA_
Some of the youth and children have yet
1o have the apponundy even 1o visit Sn
Lartkn, and this pheto exhibition aflows
them 1o be expesed to the aesthatic
bissity and the culturad heritage of Sr
Lanka and encourages them ta learm

with the tropical fauna anc lars being
axhittited, alsa farm an integral part o
1he exhibition. There will #lso be an
emphasis on the village life of Sri Lanka
By way of depleting the farmers in the
e ledds harvesting the crop, fea
puchers, and rubiber appers, Also on
display will be the festrvals of various
enenmunities, such as the Kandy
Peratvers, and the rituals, such as mask
el il dlancing anid fire walking Alss
an display are studies af people of ey

corwrity i their wadit

Sl Lanka Perea |s the prasident of the
ASPAS and is credited with haldng the
first: ever S Lankan pholagraphic
exhibition in the Unitad States. He has
been commended by the Naiure
Canservancy of America lod s
cantribution tavards pralecting the
environment. He has demanatrated &
aenstivity 1o the snimal and human e

the ASPAS, meluding a phatography
warkshop, a media canfenence, and a
wisil 10 Yosemite Natianal Park

Thesy will bie joried by three

aurround ing the prsti has
captured ihresigh his exper lens. Hs
pamstaking research work aver two and.
& hatf years of residence in the Yala area,
onginally cared out lor his master's
thesis, i recently publ-hﬂl witha

51 Lanikan phatographem:
Anidy Samarasena, Sanjrya Warnasiriya,
and Shantha Weerasinghe.

Inmiarking Eanh Day 2023, Certdicates.
will be awarded 1o 1he winners of a phato
nnmpmnun takoen during o 'Sepulveda

= and
places af the region

Bird Walk® by
5 rd organined by the ASPAS

publiahed coffes table book titled,
Kingdom af Auling’ Hame of the Yais
Mational Park, that will alsa be launched
t the Exhibiticn.

Exhibiting photographers
Mz il b i By mle leasding Sl
Lankan photcgraphers who will bring
o alithe

with the assistance of the National

anniversary of diplomatic relations
between the United States and Sri Lanka,
asection of the exhibition will be devoted
10 the display ol histarical photographs
and media records,

thasir
way from Sri Lanka 1o Los Angeles for
thim sinie exhibition. They aie;
Lakshitha karunarathisa who will make a
presentation an wikdlife photography,
Chitral Jayatiake who will make &

Th
apened (o the pubilic an 22 Agril at 11
am. and run ihrough to Sunday 235 p.m.
Many distnguished guests are !:lp!:l!d
10 participate in the opening cerem
et by tha Chied Gueat for the Eihﬁlllm

| of

inchuding the Vedda cammunity,

Launch of Kingdom of
Ruhuna

The exhibation will leature such
outstandmg phatagraphs of Sri Lanka's
beauty and hesitage as seen through the
creative eyes of Slrlyn Jayalath Perera,
an award -winning rature photograp ber,
Farmetly  Propect Offices in the
Depariment of Wild ife Conservation in

the tourist
5ri Lanka, Hiranihi De Silva, and K.6
Keerhiratne
They will be

S Lanika, in Loa
Angeles D Lakth Chandradasa, wha will
addresa the audience marking the 7T6ih
rulations

Manager of ASPAS Sri Lanka Branch
Shantha Jayslath as the Programme
Coocedinatar, and Head of News Lania,
Department af Informatian Prabhathy
Aathrayaka as Medin Diector fof the
Exfibitsar

Duting thelr visil, Bey will aks
participate in pragramines crganised by

etween S Lanka and the United States

The prograrmime will be presented by
Mediri Rathnayaie, The exhibition hours
willbe 11 a.m. to 5 p.m, and the entrance

s frog.

{iy Nandasinl Jesentuliysna, fommer
Depuity Directar-General af United
Matians)
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Dailp

Enchanting

island
ventures

THE BEAUTY OF SRI LANKA
DISPLAYED IN LOS ANGELES

ad

HANDASIRI JAS]
Former

Ciapsuty Diacice Shararal. Liskiod Haions.
merica Sri Lanka Photographic Art Socicty Los Angeles (ASPAS), in association with the Consulate
General of Sri Lanka in Los Angeles, will hold *“The Beauty of Sri Lanka,” the third annual photo-
graphic exhibition on April 22 and 23 at the Art Gallery of the University of California in Los Angeles
(UCLA) in commemoration of Earth Day 2023 and the T5th anniversary of the diplomatic relations
between Sri Lanka and the United States,

The exhibition, themed “Sri Lanka
in Focus,” i desigmed to promote tour:
s i Sril Lamko, showsssing the soe:
nic. beassty and the 2500avarold his
torical andl culteral heritage of the
Istand. Mmmﬂ it aims 10 raise

| ssurs.

relaberd events, including
and acumnlp-mu-mm
by Sandasi § Kahandugnda, Dirvctor
of Culiural Affairs (ASPAS), an expo-
nent of 3 Laskan traditional dance
Inms. I.Iid former lead dancer ol the
Academy, and

oxty and Gengzraphy, will address such
comcerns.
“The exchibition will Seature o sories of

KINGDOM OF
RUHUNA

WOME OF THE RUMUNY [YALA]
MATIOMAL FARK

\\'m Hemachandm, an expoant of
foemer taditican] dramasing who
toured several countries with the Chi-
trasesalkince Academy. Thath Jith
Do School students, dinectid by
Prasanna Mmﬂr will also per

111' exhibition con-
sists of several mvand-
winming rare pholo-
graphis of e National
Parks of Sri Lanka,
inchading Yaka, Wil
patty, Udswalawa,
and Homoa Plaing,
| and e kast of the
§r romaining riniots

i the workd, Sinharsja
F-m in Sei Lanka,
cities of

are part of the osturl and religiouns
heritage of the nagion., and blend with
the tropical fauna and flora being
lmlmd.ammmmmmmd
the exhibigion. There will also be an
emphasis on the village life of Sri
Lanka by way of depicting the frmers
i the rwe rwldehxwamlhtm.

ani pebbor Lappers. Also

ua
on display will be the festivabs of vari-
s communities, such as the Kandy
Pershern (Pageant), and the rituals,
auch a2 muk and devil dincing and
ﬁ!\m‘a&lM There will also be studies

of people of every community in their
trditicnad chothing, includieg the

Verdda communi

The cuhibition wil fesure photo-
graphs of Sri Lankats beauty and herit:
e s e Ehpough thee creative eyes ol
mﬂ Perera, an award-win.

Introducing Surya’s new
brand ambassador!

ity to the amimal and human life
surrcemding the pristine environs be
bas captind through his expert lens.
His painstaking research work over
fwo and a half years of residence in the
Yala area, oiginally carried ou for bis
masier'’s thesis, 5 reeently pablished

ith a historkcal p

attractions of Sei Lanka, is the head of
Nature Tradils at Cinnasnon Hotes and
Bus. publishesd four books n-unmu
e gataral world in Sei Lanu. Tee has
alm assished inn twent

PLC, usas her b for photography to
escape from the stresses of her profes-

and places of the region In an alirse-
ey published coffie table bk tithe]
“Kmﬁomullmhm Home of the Yak
" which will als be
launched at the exhibition.

Perera will be joined by six hading
Sri Lamkan who will
bring their award-winning mastorpiee
= all the way from S Lanka to Los
Angeles for this uniqee exhibitbon.
They are Lakshitha Karumarathna,
\\M will mike 2 pressesation on wikl:

. He s 2 Fellow of the
Immn Hoyal Photographe Sockety
oveted awards

setvod s the et of E shibitica, a5

wll = Dinector of Publicatsons. aned

Social Servioe of the Natiosal Photo-

graphic Society. He held his fir ool

ot photigraphy exhibition in 19698 a1

the Natiosal Art Gallery, u:m»llluul
cnvirol

ul’ b ?bmnal

Lioned Wendt Art Gallory in Sei Lanka.
He won fird prize a0 the UNESCO
Southeast Asha I Compe-

it
In marking Eanth Day 2023, cenlii-
rl.-smll be awcarrdedd o the wingers o
3 photo competition taken during
Sepalveds Wikdlife Park Tird Walk'
conducted by Andy Sosmressa and
anganized by u.. America %1 Lanka
Pholographe Art Society unh Lhe
assistancr of ihe National A
homw of America, Los mim. In
i of the Tith Annbvor-
n-y of Diphomatic Relations betwren
thee Uniited States and Sri Lanka_ a sece
tiom of the exhibition will be devoted 1o
.

|uu wildife and The uhlhtmn will be coremonialy
public on April 22 @

'I'Il‘y u||.lh‘p"d.h)lhm L ]lﬂlmlrﬂmllirwghmﬂpnlﬂi
standing Sei Lankan 5 pm. Mamy d d guests are
Andy Samarasena, trained at the New  expected to panicipate in the opening

Sk \ntimisof Phicgraphy. 2 o
i in

coremany, lod by the chiel goest for
, e Lalinh Ch

Endscapos
and wildlife for soveral LS. publica-

Consul Genoral of Sri Laska in Los

The ancient
S Lanka, with archi-

contribution towards pretecting the
the masy reins that  environment. He has demonsiraied a

m Friday 19th May, 2023

Focus On Sri

Alrica. Chitral hﬂllla]w uh will
make a peoscntatin on ihe

peosect {Rficer in the Depariment of  (FRI%S) and has won thons. % Warnwuriya s the  Angeles, wl address the audi-

Wildlife Conscrvation in 5ri Lanka, and commendations including the  Disector of Edwcation (/ E\Srnii e nﬂmmc Tath Mm.\\mry uI

who s the president of the America S Grand Prize at the Natunc's Biesd Pho-  selitaught. photographer whe Diplomatic Relatioms  betw

Lanka Pholographic Art Socicty,  Gography Moeards in the United Stes  elied 10 mamy parts of the wul'l w  Lanks and the United pisiany Tk

Pevra bas been commended :n.iwr‘m.dha.ﬂmmm okacrve and document animal behan mgy:mmmmdwudm
ancy of Americ Iu\ tographer of the Year A South  dour in their habilais as well 5 inberac. fl The cxhibition will be

open bhetween 11 am
emirance s

5 pm: Lhe

ticas with bumass. Shastha Weerasin.
tourist  ghe (FNPAS), the Direcior Exhibition

The Islana Features

Lanka Photographic Exhibition

Held At Ucla Art Galleray In California

A Review by --- Nandi Jasentuliyana, Former
Deputy Director-General, United Nations.

panorama of seventy-five

strikingly attractive nature

photographs was exhiblied ar
the UCLA Art Gallery on the Earth
Dy weskonnadl, April ZE2). Vishors
enpoyed discovering the tographers
who brought their fascinating work
all the way from Sri Lanka for this
wunique exhibition,

With a flerce commitment to
pushing boundaries and sxperi
menting and exploring the possibill-
ties of the stil kmage, the America
Sri Lanka Photographic Ari Soclety
Los Angedes (ASPAS], in

thelr wmic The exhibition hamlm
outstand

i photographs of
I.anleasbeauly and hecllmeasseen

throwgh thedr keen eyes and Surlya

(ASPAS), who 15 credived with hold-
Ing thee first-ever Sri Lankan
Photographic Exhibitbon in the
United Seates. This year's exhibit
wiss the third in the series.

This exhibltion was also intend-

il to knireduce viewers 1o range of

Issues that currently lmpact the

with the Consubste General of Sri
Larika i Los Angeles, held The
Beauty of Sri Lanks’ photographic
Exhibition at the Art Gallery at
UCLA commemarating both the
Earth Day 2023 and the 75th
Anniversary of the Diplomatie
Relations botwoon Sri Lanka and
the United States for which special
exhibit of historic photos was in

isplan

“The exhibition 1s also deslgned
15 peoEGHE tHUr S in Sr Lanks. As
siach, it depicted the scenic beauty
of the [sland and its fauna, flora and
wildlife. and marine e, a3 well as
the 2500-year-old historical and cul-
faral heritage of Sri Lanka,

The work of award-winning
photographers Mr. Chitral Perera,
Mr Lakshiiha Karonarathna, Ms.
Hiranthi D, Silva, amd Me K.G.
Keerthiratne, visiting
Lanka, were on display, while the

who

ating

Earth Day 200, the keynots spoakor

Fraf, Glm MacDanald FRSC, a dis-

tinguished Professor of Ecalogy and

Geography at UCLA, made a bril-

tropheal regbons such as Sri Lanka,
Temperaiures have increased in
st areas of the Istand in recent
decades, and this trend is projectod
0 Increase into the Zist century
The s bevel s also rising and will
continue to do so,

Along with high temperatures
amd rising sess, incldences of
drought, destrietive cyeloncs,
floods. and landslides have been pro-
Jected 10 Increase In portions of Sri
Lanka. Professor MacDonald com-
mented that a report by the World
Bank Group conclisded that
Inereased flocding may be one of
the most significant challenges. As
15 the case for many ropleal
natlons, Sri Lanka faces economic

ing the adapta-

linnt
CONCERNS,

tions to meet these climate change
s while at the same

I Srd Lanka du
Ing hiks Earth Teey SN0 aibdress and
recounted that due i s incredibie
blodiversity of 1ife, including meam-
mil, bird, reptibe, and plant specles,
Srd Lanka ks comsbidered ane of the
wirld's blodiversity hatapots. A
numbser of §pecies of anbmaks and

plants are found nowhere else in the

winrlel. Thee raatbon alsi his &
remarkable history, culture, and
Important monuments, Accordingly,
1t cantaing 8 UNESCO World
Heritage sites. Professor MacDonald
noded that the population of Sri
Lanki ha grown significantly over
recent decades to over 22 million
people, which produces challenges
the

award winning
are LS, resiilents Mr. Sanjays
Warnasuriya, Mr. Andy
Samarasinghe and Mr. Shantha
Weernsinghe jeined them to exhibit

many eare spectes in Sri Lanks, and
supporting its people. Unfortunastely,

the burden of anthropogenic cli-
mate change is welghing heavily on

time being responsible for only a
very tiny fraction of global green.
house gas emissions.

In a message read at the exhibi-
thon The American Ambassador in
Sri Lanka Amb, Julic Chang said
that “This pheto exhibition, conve-
niently timed with Earth Day, show-
cases the beanty of Sri Lanka, and
highlights the ksland's ora and
auna, As you revel In the beauty of
this keland, it ks worth considering
the looming theeat of climate
chang and its impaet on species,
habitats, and eccosystems. The
Tinited States is active in helping Sri
Lanka to advance solutions includ-
Ing suippart for green technalogy
industry, climate-smalt agricultare,
ity finance, and climate changs
podbey. Wiork ing L we

Continued on page 9

Feom lefi: ROW DME- PHOTO 1 Prof Glen MacDonald, Or Handi
mmwz

e Laith

ithe

PHOTO 3. 01
Or. Melionakd Phato 2 wmwmmw
PHOTOS, s-h-mma nhmmmnmmnmmm

Semior Lecourer Univarsity of Kelaniya, ROW THREE: PHOTO 1. Lef so Right: mmwmw

Rathnayake Hiranthi De. Sitva, Direcor Education, Santha Weerasinghe,
Director Exhibition ASPAS, Andy Phatographer, Suria Parera, Prosident ASPAS, Prof Glen MacDonald,
Keynets Speakar, Dr. Laiith Caenu . Chitral Jayatilsk,

£
Photographar, Artist, Visitors to the Exhib. ROW THREE: PHOTO nmwsmnmi & 2 Visitors to the axhitit.
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The Beauty of Sri Lanka !ét

E_Elailﬁfﬁmﬁ

epaper

University of California Art Gallery

merica Sri Lanka Photographic

Art Society Los Angeles (ASPAS),

in association with the Consulate

General of Sri Lanka in Los Ange-
les, will hold “The Beauty of 5ri Lanka,” the
third annual photographic exhibition on
April 22 and 23 at the Art Gallery of the Uni-
versity of California in Los Angeles (UCLA)
in commemoration of Earth Day 2023 and
the 75th anniversary of the diplomatic re-
lations between Sri Lanka and the United
States.

The exhibition, themed “Sri Lanka in
Focus,” is designed to promote tourism in
Sri Lanka, showcasing the scenic beauty
and the 2500-year-old historical and cultur-
al }u-_'rilasq-_' of the island. It also aims to raise
awareness about environmental issucs. To
commemorate Earth Day 2023, the keynote
speaker, Prof. Glen MacDonald, Professor
of Ecology and Geography, will address
such concerns.

The exhibition will feature a series of re-
lated events, including a seminar, lectures,
and a cultural performance led by Sandani
S. Kahandugoda, Director of Cultural Af-
fairs (ASPAS), an exponent of Sri Lankan

ucLa
At atery

_, = KINGDOM OF
A  RUHUNA

HOME OF THE RUHUNU (YALA)
NATIONAL PARKE .

traditional dance forms, and former lead
dancer of the famed Chitrasena Dance
Academy, and Waruna Hemachandra, an
cxponent of former traditional drumming
who toured several countries with the Chi-
trasena Dance Academy. Thath Jith Dance
School students, directed by Prasanna Ya-
masinghe, will also perform. Several spe
cialists from Sri Lanka have heen invited
to participate in the seminars and lectures,
enhancing the exhibition program and at-
tracting the American public to the event.
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Explore the worr’d u_w'th U

029...2

REVIEW nv Nastassm JasawtuLroasa,
Fosen Divuty Devicron GENERAL of THE

Worth a thousand words Los Angeles photo
exhibit on the beauty of Sri Lanka

phodo and give s mmmum
ml:lnl:rm thimis in the way vou

Each phiodo s (s own dnigae slofy
Virwed lwllm.ﬂwllmmmll
natural world that's both beautiful mnd

Anna Funanta, Viee
nmuummmn o
- J 1 complemented the organiacts for thetr
even days waiting in a fleld for the per- - mh\n:'hlulnminhh-mlﬂl
fect moment, mmwmlhlnhwd

from the comments of & sebect:
i cuibiure of the cotmEry elched in the the exhibilt seems to have gone
rulng of anchens cithos that are sur-

e i beyond the visual i creste an interest
h&:ﬂmwﬂl\mw Wirts bagri b waliee whist th phetogrs. romimdod by the magnificent famn and anmﬂuuhmmt I Il the kxdansd

the gems of archiasological pher had to endure to wait for the Mora was masterfully portrayed in the umlnﬂmwhﬂn_ﬁ: that was seen ot an enchanting place to
le:'l:mﬁrl:‘mwm motment when the leoparsd will peep for & mnf brmmmhunnm- ﬂn‘mdl.wlndallbr il tin. visht. Visitors wore heand io comment
IMMHMI ;-Mmmmwru :Imh Newting momen from e cove where e mmmwmuhnm The exqis

of the "lovers of e
o b iomfed Rohitha. went ane entire night watching — the Sandakadapahana’ capured ool ol Sl e
S ST o oA & gl e s Sy
5 Cakitd e D Wi oAbocy .. - CXINASOR [BMS RSPIEANE IOWATH R4 $hil of the ancient artists o Bl Lanka

xRl (0 promote fouriam,
and mads it morw artletie The  President of the ASPS whho arganized ‘a-n_-h-m.nu Chicflain cap The exhibltion was oo ernosiously
photographers hﬂ"!‘“‘“'“"’.ﬂg' the event. Suriva Perera. an awand-win: mmlhrhnmhwﬂunlhlimh ptved el Tt Soptembor 310, by
MIGMIMMMWM ning Nature Photographer who has of the Nealithie man from whom he Swarna Gunaratna, Consul General
presexve b oo, The exhibit carried with a o mmmmmmuumluun Sri Lanka in Los Angeles and Dr. Walter
Itan environmental message as well, Tifie thyat surevusds toe pristine eovirons — rest of the modern naion of Sl ighe, Founder
that these creatures und these places are had on display sevoral smaring photo- Lankans thai claim the same ancestry Sl Lanka Foundathon 154, The. 3
o o mwamnglmnhmm mhm:'nu:@m L o isors have al organte
Isrough titidder almilar circumstances. Department Los Angrles courtesy American Iing mext year's sdition of the Beauty of
enlulds st pevelliag b0 e lmages, but e Jungle mm“: Lanka, um 1 Coloenbo. They were. " which
when confromted with the most jeosile JALIM. I BRIy ey N OENET W 1 S o u‘ n Joined i Lanica Exhibit they plan to

wi Hational Farks of Sri Lanks was well Yol ks P Morar ot staantiog Sa i Lapkas pliotog grander scale.
shots. photographers spend houwrs and displaye, the majesty of the rich histor. ; S A
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5.GV. EXAMINER

September 12 - 18, 2019

Supervisor Barger Unveils New Fleet

Of Mental Health Transport Vans

Superviser Barger and Dr. Sherin unveil the new fleet of Therapeutic Transpoan Vans

LOSANGELES COUNTY -
On Monday, September 9, L A
County Supervisor Kathryn
Barger and Di. Jonathan Shenn
from the LA, County Department
of Mental Health unveiled the
mew flect of Therapeutse Trans-
port Vo af the Hall of Adreiras.

tration.

The 10 brand new Ford vans
willl help reduce long waiting pe-
riads for the transpon of indi-
viduals expenencing o mental
tcalth crasis and will mtigate te
risk of trama caused by ambu-
lance of law enforcement wans-

srtathon imvalying restraints

Each van will b stalled with &
clumician and a poor support spe-
cialist, in sddition w & 40-inch
monitor with telcconferencing
capablitres that can provids -
cois o & paychiatns while
A

5 Cool Ideas for Self-Improvement Month

There's o good reason o warl
until the new year o focus on
sclf-improvement. There's
no cxcuse. Seplember s Sell-
Irpros emvent Month. and 3 fine
time t0 bewrn 8 new akill, mke up
oy whd hobby or set & geal.

* idoas to try
~onth:

o

programeung languages, can help
yous get started without any 1aoli
regiired but i and dedication.
= Leam io play piano: Learn-
ing a musical insdrumont can im-
prove focus, enhance memory
and veduce stress. For a fast-track
o playing wongs skl fully. check
out the Casio CT-X 700, which
Eeaiiires @ S1ep-Up Lesson sys-
" songs from the

~ tibrary. The

Mingering

“k re-

o reading challenge. Whether i
o resd § mon-Tiction books over
the course of the month or get
through thai classic iome that's
been siiting on your bookshell
for years, give yoursell a read
mg goal to achieve thas month.

* Giet oundbooes Spending ese
excreising in nature has power-
ful physical and memtal health
benefite. Give yourse i the mao-
tivation mecded 1o get outdoors
with & wearable device, such as
the WSIEF™" Pro Trek Smar

“h e e s
o ant

The Beauty of Sri Lanka
on Display in Los Angeles

Oen of the many photograghs of wikdie in S+ Lanka. This one of a herd of spotied deer was taken at

the Yala National Park. Photo by Anoy Samarsssna.

By Mandanirl

America Sri Lankan Photo-
graphic An Sociely in associa-
won with the Consulate General
ol S0 Lanka in Los Angeles will
hold a photographic exhibinon
tithed, “The Beasty of Sni Lanka”,
on 21 Scplember 2009 at the
Umiversity of Califormia in Los
Angeles (UCLA), in Los Ange-
les

The exhubation is being de-
signoed 1o deplct the beauty of
fauns and flors, highbighted by
o of last remaining rainforests,
Sinharajs forest, s well us, the
24iyear -old historscal and ihe
wuliural bentage of Sl Lanka

“The Beauty of 8 Lanka® be-
s the Shady wees, green halls,
vialleys, strcams, colorful fauna,
and MNora beeeary air as well as the
serenity of juagle life. These

amaring creations of naturc ane
ot ool the cpitome of boauty
bt serve as @ eritical clement in
sustainang life. However, the ef-
fects of climate change driven by
modern-day s inal ation are
ever-present theeals 1o the seven

introdduce viewers o o range of
isaues that currently impact the
environment including lorest
fires, the eritical imponance of
which is quate apparent from the
fires burning i the Amazon in
recent imes thecatening the
lungs of the Earth. It also depicts
the unsurpassed beauty of nalue
in S Lanka, its wildhle, and the
rich cultural heritage , theough the
credlive eyes of iy Jayalath
Perern, an award-winning Nt
Photographer. Mr Perera is the
pressdent o f America Sei Lankan
Phatographic Ant Society and he
has demonsiraiod a sonssitvity b
the animal and human life thay
asrrounds the pristine environs
e has captured through his ex
pert lons,

He is poimed by six leading Sn
Lankan photographers whbo will
bring ther award-winming mas-
terpicces all the way from Sni
Lanka 10 Los Angcles for this
unique exhibition. Members of
the National Photographic An
Society of Sri Lanka (NPAS),
they have eamed recognition

ficer & Membership Divecior of
the Photographic Socicty of
America (PSA), and Andy
Samarasena, traincd at the New
Youk Instituic of Photograply, is
a photojournalist spevializing in
laradsc apees and wildlife, for sev-

eral pub & across the
United States,

The Extubstaon consasts of sev-
cral rare photographs of National
Parks of S Lanka ( Yalka, Vilpattu,
Udawalowa, Horon Plancs), and
one of the lasl remaining
i foreats im the world, Sinhanss
Fosrest, im Sri Lanka. The ancient
cities of S Lanka with archiice-
weal gems that are pan of the
cultural and religious heritage of
the nation, and blend with the
wopical fauna and Nors being
exhibited, also form an mbegral
part of the exhibition

The exhibition will be cer-
crronially opered on Seprember
2lsat 11 00 am by Mes. Swarma
Crunaratne. the Consul General of
Sri Lanka to the Wiesicrn States
ofUSA. Exhibanon hours will be
1000 am. o 5 00 pom on Sarer

ity of the natural env
Nature Photographers are in the
vanguand of the army of Nature
Savions.

This exhibitson is designed o

froms the I 1 Fed

of Photographic Art (IFPA),
France. Among them am Vickum
Senanayuke; Life member of the
NPAS and Country Linison Of-

day, Seplember 2191, 2019, Ad-
mission is free and all are wel
come. For further infonmation
wontact: 8180455726,

Student's Report of Kidnapping
Attempt was a Hoax

George Ogden
WEST COVINA - Recent

meports to police abor

tempied kidnapp

=silay we

the car. The boy claimed he

fought off the two suspects and
“ay

~ident was put

=dia, police

sodan following a youns =
she was we”

walk. T°

Lark
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America Sri Lanka
Photographic Art Society,
Los Angeles

OTHER PROGRAMMES

PSA

: Photographic
/ Society of
America

www.usacaaspas.com Member of
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UNITEDINATIONS =5
LD/OCEANSDAY - 2021

Wik

I0ffEal U.N: Cele

Nischal pereri
Canada

UKTIME 4,00 P SrilankaB.30PM, "~

'M':lduralv'r :
Medini Ratnayake

=~ VOICES OF YOUNG !
Themi Perera Mihiri é(:ﬂ‘).rjs
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LESSONS FROM NATURE

a conversation with two amateur photographers

SATURDAY JULY 25, 2020
LOS ANGELES TIME 7.30 AM, 5RI LANKAN TIME 8.00 PM

SATURDAY JUNE 13,2020 =
STIME 7:30 AM, SRI LANKAN Tl

WWW,LSACAISPAs.COM

https://vwww.facebook.com/aspaslausal

HOSTED BY
AMERICA SRI LANKAN
PHOTOGRAPHIC ART SOCIETY
IN LOS ANGELES
VILDLIEE

Asela Karunaratne

Entreprenedr
Nature & Wildiite Photagrapher
Nature & Wildife Photographer

i WWW

2 YouTube R 207
MEMBER OF .

SACAASpAs. com

f hitps:/ /www facebook.com ./ aspasiausa.’
B4 aspasusa@gmall.com

[=] hitps./ ./ www. youtube com. channel/UCoMiZ BFeoDWusyFBSw
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LOS ANGELES SRI LANKA
8:00 PM WEBINAR

=

Bebavior of Asiap Elepbants
L Sl’l ‘lanka | I3 Youlube |

HOSTED BY: f LIVE i,
AMERICA SRI LAMNKAN Prithiviraj Fernando PhD

PHOTOGRAPHIC ART SOCIETY Chairman, Scientist
LOS ANGELES Centre for Conservation
and Research

-l SEPTEMBER LOS ANGELES SRI LANKA
SATURDAY 7.30 AM 8:00 PM

Southern California

& International Photo &
Organizations

* Photography/Camera Clubs
* Southern California Council of Camera Clubs (S4C)
* Photographic Society of America (PSA)
" PSA Southern California Chapter
* International Federation of Photographic Art (FIAP)
* Photographic Alliance of America (PAA) Joanne Stolte, HonPSA, MPSA, EFIAP, ESFIAR
President, Photographic Alliance of America
FIAP Liaison Officer for the USA
HOSTED BY: PSA International Partnerships Emissary
AMERICA SRI LANKAN Chair, PSA Southern California Chapter
PHOTOGRAPHIC ART SOCIETY . P5A Portfalio Education & Committee
LOS ANGELES PSA Progress Award Committes
WWW_usacaaspas.com Respected International Judge

UNTAMED WEDENESS,

PANMEL DISCUSSION ON WILDLIFE RICHNESS OF SRI LANKA
FROM WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND PHOTOGRAPHIC PERSPECTIVES

Saturday 6 June

MEMBER OF

DR. SUMITH PILAPITIYA CHITRAL JAYATILAKE NAMAL KAMALGODA

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST, NATURE | WILDLIFE NATURE | WILDLIFE
FORMER DIRECTOR GENERAL AT CONSERVATIONIST, CONSERVATIONIST,
THE DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAFHER PHOTOGRAPHER
CONSERVATION IN SRI LANKA

= HOSTED BY AMERICA SRl LANKAN PHOTOGRARHIC ART SOCIETY LOS ANGELES -
WWWw.Usacaaspas.com
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SATURDAY
18 JULY

SRI LANKA

8:00 PM
EXPLORING THE SPLENDOR OFIT
LOS ANGELES - CORALS, DOLPHINS & WH

730 AM

© om

Nishan Christe S.N MeR:

Perera Charles Dushani Fairoz

- HOSTED BY -
AMERICA SRI LANKAN PHOT AP SOCIETY, LOS ANGELES

Www.usacaa

OCTOBER LOS ANGELES UK SRI LANKA
SATURDAY 7.30 AM 3:30 PM 8:00 PM

EXPLORING THE NATURAL WORLD f u_\_fE_
VANISHING BIODIVERSITY -~
AND UNTAPPED POTENTIAL
OF OUR NATURAL RESOURCE

5y LR

4+

WEBINAR

OR. GOTHAMIE WEERAKDON DR. SEVVANDI JAYAKODY




America Sri Lanka Photographic Art Society, Los Angeles
14900 Magnolia Blvd, Box 56925, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403, U.S.A.
18186455726 | aspasusa@gmail.com | www.usacaaspas.com

Member of

PSA

Photographic
Society of
America

Sri Lanka Photographic Art Society, Canada
Corporation Number 1647446-2
Registered under Canada Not-for-profit Corporations Act 2024-10-25

PO Box 47563, Etobicoke Pro Albion Shoppers, ON M9V 5H4, Canada
18186455726 | slpascanada@gmail.com

Www.usacaaspas.com



