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The “The Beauty of Sri Lanka” photographic 
exhibition, organized by the America Sri Lanka 
Photographic Art Society (Member of Photographic 
Society of America - PSA) and the Consulate General 
of Sri Lanka in Los Angeles, will take place at at the 
Church of Scientology Celebrity Centre International
5930 Frank Avenue Hollywood, CA 90028 on  
April 26th, 2025.

The annual photographic exhibition, held for the first 
time at the University of California in Los Angeles 
(UCLA) in September 2019 and again in 2023 and 2024, 
was well-attended. This exhibition will feature over 
80 rare photographs of Sri Lanka’s natural beauty, 
wildlife, cultural heritage, and scenic beauty,  
selected from a photo competition and created by
award-winning nature photographers.



Sri Lankan
Traditinal 
Welcome Dnace
Performed by
Sandani S Kahadugoda
& Waruna Hemachandra
at “The Beauty of Sri Lanka” at the 
Church of Scientology Celebrity Centre
International, 5930 Frank Avenue Hollywood,
CA 90028 on April 26th, 2025.

Sandani S Kahadugoda
DIRECTOR CULTURAL AFFAIRS / ACADEMY OF 
PERFORMING ARTS
Sandani was completed her 4 years degree from
performing arts in 2013 University of Kelaniya  
Sri Lanka. She has completed her masters degree 
in 2020 University of Kelaniya Sri Lanka. She has
studied Indian Kathak dance to expert level. She
was a main dancer in Chithrasena dance company
since 2014 – 2022. She was a teacher in charge of
Dance in Ladies College Colombo 7. She has a dance 
Choreography diploma in Sri lanka foundation  
institute. She also served as a external lecturer for 
Sabaragamuwa dance in University of Kelaniya.

Waruna Hemachandra has been learning  
traditional drumming and dancing in age of seven.  
He has studied about percussion and drumming in 
Visual and performing arts university in Colombo.  
He worked as a dancer and Drummer in national 
youth center in 2010-2011. Waruna is the founder  
and the artistic director of “Dinaadha” as it is one  
of the main percussion band in Colombo. He worked 
as a main Drummer and drum instructor in  
Chithrasena dance school since 2012.
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ReTree Sepulveda: 
Earth Day Restoration Drive

EARTH DAY 2025

Join us for ReTree Sepulveda

Give back to nature; 
Planting 200 trees at the Van Nuys in Sepulveda Wildlife Basin 
(in an area deeply affected by the recent Los Angeles wildfires)

Date: Sunday, April 27th 2025
Time: 9 AM onwards
Venue: Van Nuys @ Sepulveda Wildlife Basin

Member of

Organised By:
America Sri Lanka
Photographic Art Society,
Los Angeles
www.usacaaspas.com
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Message from H.E. Mahinda Samarasinghe
Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the United States

It is my pleasure to forward this message of congratu-
lation to the America Sri Lanka Photographic Art 
Society, Los Angeles (ASP AS) on the occasion of the 
4th “Beauty of Sri Lanka” photographic exhibition at 
the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA). It is 
also especially noteworthy that, this year, this 
exhibition will also be held in Washington D.C. and 
New York. The Embassy takes pride in showcasing 

the many wonders that Sri Lanka has to offer to potential visitors from the United 
States and elsewhere.

This event, to take place in May in the nation’s capital, will display images depicting Sri 
Lanka’s rich cultural heritage, natural beauty, wildlife and other aspects of interest and 
will contribute to attracting US nationals to visit and learn about the many facets that 
is Sri Lanka, thereby contributing to the economic revival and general wellbeing of the 
people of our motherland. The exhibition, which coincides with the marking of Interna-
tional Earth Day 2024, is an important occasion as Sri Lanka faces the challenges of 
climate change and is attempting to evolve solutions that will ensure sustainable 
development and secure the future of generations to come.

I must express our sincere appreciation for the hard work of President Suriya Perera, 
the membership of ASPAS and all those who assisted in making this event a success.

With best wishes,

Mahinda Samarasinghe
February 22, 2024 

Ambassador of Sri Lanka

3025, Whitehaven Street NW Washington D.C. 20008
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Embassy of the United States of America
Colombo, Sri Lanka

March 28, 2024

Welcome,

As the Ambassador of the United States to the 
government and people of Sri Lanka, it gives me 
great pleasure to dedicate the souvenir booklet for 
the America Sri Lanka Photographic Art Society 
Exhibition.

Sri Lanka truly deserves its nickname, Jewel of the 
Indian Ocean. Each day I am reminded of the beauty 
of this country, which is steeped in rich history and 
ethnic diversity. Not only is the climate warm but 
the people are some of the friendliest on earth. The 

national parks with abundant flora and fauna, the ruins of ancient cities and temples, 
and endless beaches add to the country's bountiful appeal.

Just a few highlights: Earlier this year, my husband and I scaled the heights of Adam's 
Peak, arriving at the summit just in time to see the colorful sun rise. In addition to 
offering spectacular views, Adam's Peak is widely known for the Sacred Footprint, 
venerated by Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims, and Christians, attracting thousands of 
pilgrims and tourists every year.

Not only have I travelled to the heights of Sri Lanka but also the depths.The Godawaya 
shipwreck, located off the coast of Hambantota in southern Sri Lanka, is the oldest 
known shipwreck in Asia, dating back to the Second Century B.C. It was awe inspiring 
to dive the crystal-clear waters to explore what remains of this ancient vessel. I am 
particularly proud since the United States government is supporting the study of the 
wreck and preservation of the artifacts recovered through a grant from the 
Ambassador's Fund for Cultural Preservation. The items recovered, such as pottery 
and beads, will eventually be exhibited at the Maritime History Museum in Galle, to be 
appreciated by local and foreign visitors, and the whole project is a testament to Sri 
Lanka's long history of free and open waterways and a great example of the strong 
bonds of friendship and collaboration that exist between our two countries.

An increasing number of tourists from all over the world are discovering this 
spectacular country, and I hope that the photos in this exhibit inspire you to visit too. 
I am sure you will fall in love with Sri Lanka and its people, just as I have

Sincerely,

Julie J. Chung
Ambassador
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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Message from Ambassador Mohan Pieris, 
Permanent Representative of Sri Lanka to the 
United Nations in New York

It is with pleasure that I pen these few lines for the 
souvenir of 'The Beauty of Sri Lanka" photography 
exhibition. This event celebrates the art of 
photography and the stories it tells. It is truly an 
extraordinary journey; a feast for the eyes; and 

presents beauty in the diversity of Sri Lanka's fauna and flora; in the many exhibits, of 
a land rich in biodiversity, with two Natural World Heritage Sites designated by 
UNESCO. The significance of the event is expected to be enhanced by the presence of 
award-winning photographers documenting the island's natural beauty.

A photography exhibition Souvenir is a unique keepsake that commemorates a 
special exhibition. This souvenir serves as a memento for visitors to remember the 
experience and the artwork they encountered.

Through this lens, we will discover the beauty of the world in this visual journey of 
inspiration and imagination. We hope this exhibition has ignited your curiosity, 
sparked your emotions, and left you with a deeper appreciation for the art of 
capturing moments. We live in a world with fleeting moments and photography allows 
us to freeze time and immortalize memories.

We invite you to relive the magic of this exhibition and cherish the power of visual 
storytelling; to see the world through a new lens. Many of these photographs, will 
inspire you to see the world with a fresh perspective and find beauty in the smallest 
details.

I congratulate the America-Sri Lanka Photographic Art Society on the successful 
launch of "Sri Lanka in FOCUS USA 2024". Their endeavor to bring the beauty of Sri 
Lanka to American and world audiences is commendable.

The Permanent Mission of Sri Lanka to the United Nations in New York is proud to 
facilitate this effort by the young photographers Sri Lanka.

Mohan Pieris
Ambassador / Permanent Representative

Tel : (212) 986- 7040
Fax : (212) 986-1838
E-Mail : prun.newyork@mfa.gov.lk
Web : https://www.un.int/srilanka

820 SECOND AVENUE (2ND FLOOR)
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017
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Message From Dr. Lauth P. Chandradasa
Consul General of Sri Lanka, Los Angeles

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the 
President and members of the America Sri Lanka Art
Photographic Society for orchestrating the "Beauty 
of Sri Lanka 2024" Photographic Exhibition for the 
fourth consecutive time in the United States of 
America. This year holds particular significance as, 
unlike previous editions confined solely to 
California, the exhibition will also grace the cities of
Washington and New York.

The exhibition predominantly showcases the mesmerizing facets of Sri Lanka's natural 
landscape, emphasizing its status as a global biodiversity hotspot, sure to enthrall 
travelers with its unique wonders. From herds of Asian Elephants to troops of 
monkeys traversing the forests, encounters with leopards - given Sri Lanka's 
distinction for hosting one of the world's highest densities of these majestic cats - 
along with sightings of sloth bears, jackals, and Asiatic buffalo, the island's wildlife 
offers a spectacle like no other. Cascading waterfalls cascade from the cloud-kissed 
highlands, harboring a myriad of vibrant bird species, while golden beaches hug its 
coastline, and offshore, colossal blue whales, various species of dolphins, and sea 
turtles frolic in crystalline waters.

Regrettably, these remarkable attributes often remain unknown to the wider world, 
especially among Americans, perhaps due to Sri Lanka's geographical remoteness and 
its relatively small size.

I express my gratitude to the America Sri Lanka Art Photographic Society for 
illuminating these distinctive features of Sri Lanka to American society. By coinciding 
with Earth Day, this exhibition underscores the significance placed by Sri Lankans on 
climate change and the preservation of ecosystems for future generations.

I extend my best wishes to the organizers in their endeavors to showcase Sri Lanka as 
a tranquil and harmonious abode for all living beings, coexisting seamlessly with its 
environment.

Sincerely,

Dr. Lauth P. Chandradasa
Consul General of Sri Lanka, Los Angeles
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Ayubowan !

Hello America

It is with great pleasure that I thank the American 
Sri Lankan Photographic Art Society (ASPAS), Los 
Angeles, in particular its president Suriya Jayalath 
Perera, for organizing and continuing this significant 
event in order to showcase the beauty of Sri Lanka 
to the American travellers.

This photographic exhibition highlights the beauty 
of Sri Lanka, which has so much to offer by being a year-round holiday destination 
while offering a variety of experiences except snow. Being a compact island, the 
traveller can see the two largest mammals on earth; whales and elephants on the 
same day while experiencing Sri Lankan authentic cultural values with its diversified 
beauty from Kingdoms to modern cities.

The Island of Sri Lanka has been described as a 'small universe' by acclaimed author 
Arthur C Clark. Ever since the 1950s glory days of the silver screen, film producers and 
directors such as Don Boyd and Steven Spielberg have raved about its beauty, light 
and variety while shooting "Indiana Jones and the Temple of the Doom", "Bridge on the 
River Kwai", "Elephant Walk" and etc. Apart from that, there are many Hollywood 
A-listers who have endorsed and been to this beautiful island on their secret holidays.

Sri Lanka is gaining a vast global recognition as it continues to emerge as one of the 
world's best tourist destinations with accolades receiving from various travel guides, 
travel magazines and travel web sites.

While Sri Lanka is waiting with 22 Mn warm hearts to welcome the American travellers, 
I extend my warm wishes to ASPAS for a successful exhibition!

Chalaka Gajabahu
Chairman
Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau

YOU’LL COME BACK FOR MOREMinistry of Tourism
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Welcome and congratulations from the
Photographic Society of America Worldwide (PSA). 
JR Schnelzer 
FPSA, GMPSA, EFIAP, ESFIAP
President,
Photographic Society of America Worldwide

Congratulations and welcome from the
Photographic Alliance of America (PAA)  
and on behalf of the International Federation of 
Photographic Art (FIAP).
Joanne Stolte 
HonFPSA, MPSA, EFIAP, ESFIAP 
President,
Photographic Alliance of America FIAP Liaison 
Officer for the USA
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Message from H.E. Mahinda Samarasinghe
Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the United States

It is with pleasure that I send this message of 
congratulation for inclusion in the commemorative 
souvenir being published on the occasion of the 
photographic exhibition "Sri Lanka in Focus" at the 
Art Gallery of the University of California in Los Ange-
les (UCLA). This event marks Earth Day 2023 and the 
75th anniversary of the establishment diplomatic 
relations between Sri Lanka and the United States.

Firstly, I would like to thank the American Sri Lankan Photographic Art Society (ASPAS), 
Los Angeles, in particular its President Suriya Jayalath Perera, for organizing this 
significant event and am pleased to note that the Consulate General of Sri Lanka has 
actively supported the initiative.

On this occasion, especially as we are also celebrating 75 years of diplomatic relations 
between Sri Lanka and the United States, leading to an important milestone in bilateral 
understanding and cooperation, it is appropriate to recall the many contributions made 
by Sri Lankan expatriates in organizing events such as this exhibition. Events such as 
these contribute to the strengthening of ties between Sri Lanka and the United States.

The exhibition's programme is indeed very comprehensive, one showcasing the beauty 
of Sri Lanka and the splendour of its historical monuments. It is presented by a team of 
award-winning photographers from Sri Lanka with their valuable imagery. We are 
grateful for their contributions and hope their efforts will convey the uniqueness of 
Sri Lanka - the pearl of the Indian Ocean - to the public in the United States.

I wish ASPAS and its dynamic team led by President Suriya Perera every success in 
staging a successful exhibition to promote awareness of, and greater tourist inflows 
from, the United States to Sri Lanka.

Mahinda Samarasinghe
March 14, 2023 

Ambassador of Sri Lanka

3025, Whitehaven Street NW Washington D.C. 20008
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Embassy of the United States of America
Colombo, Sri Lanka

Colombo, Sri Lanka
March 23, 2023

Welcome, ආ�ෙබ�ව�, ey;tuT!

Sri Lanka is one of the most beautiful places on 
Earth. As the U.S. Ambassador, I try to notice and 
celebrate every part of it, from the smallest of fiery 
red dimiya ants to the lumbering elephants, the 
largest mammal on land.

This photo exhibition, conveniently timed with Earth 
Duy, showcases the beauty of Sri Lanka and 
highlights the island's flora and fauna. As you revel 
in the beauty of this island, it is worth considering 

the looming threat of climate change and its impact on species, habitats, and 
ecosystems. The United States is active in helping Sri Lanka to advance solutions 
including support for green technology industry, climate-smar1 agriculture, clirnate 
finance, and climate change policy. Working together, we want to keep Sri Lanka's rich 
biodiversity thriving for generations to come.

That kind of partnership is nothing new. This year we are celebrating Sri Lanka's 75th 
anniversary of independence, as well as the 75th year of diplomatic relations between 
our countries. For 75 years, Americans and Sri Lankans have worked in partnership to 
embrace democracy, strengthen our economies, and support a free and open 
Indo-Pacific region. Our shared goals around people, progress and partnership 
underscore our combined efforts and friendship.

Speaking of supporting an economy, perhaps you will be inspired to come see for 
yourself: Yala National Park with its shaggy sloth bears and gracefully athletic 
leopards; miles and miles of glorious coastline, warrn cerulean waters inviting you to 
swim; tea plantations and hill country open for exploring and fun. Sri Lanka also has 
ancient cities and diverse cultural relics celebrating life and history: the endless sky 
and sunset with Sigiriya in the foreground from the top of Pidurangula Rock; the gentle 
knowing smile of Buddha in various forms throughout the old city in Polonnaruwa; one 
of the longest inhabited cities in the world, Anuradhapura; the unmistakable 
red-and-white fagade of the Jami Ul-Afar Mosque; the Holy flag waving over tallest 
point of the Nallur Kandaswamy temple and so many others.

I hope you will be tempted to come explore this resplendent island in person soon.

Sincerely,

Julie J. Chung
Ambassador
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Member of

www.usacaaspas.com

Sri Lanka Photographic Art Society, Canada
Corporation Number 1647446-2

Registered under Canada Not-for-profit Corporations Act 2024-10-25
PO Box 47563, Etobicoke Pro Albion Shoppers, ON M9V 5H4, Canada

18186455726 | slpascanada@gmail.com

America Sri Lanka Photographic Art Society, Los Angeles
14900 Magnolia Blvd, Box 56925, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403, U.S.A.

18186455726 | aspasusa@gmail.com | www.usacaaspas.com


